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Nominated Officer Biography and Platform
	Biography

	Name
Jon P. Bird
	Address

IRS, 401 W. Peachtree St. NW, Mail Stop 24-WI
	City, State, Zip

Atlanta, GA 30308


	Contact Phone

404-338-8819
	Contact E-Mail

jon.p.bird@irs.gov

	Office Nominated For
Vice-President

	

	Biography: Colonel (R) Jon P. Bird is a native of Syracuse, NY and earned his commission as a second lieutenant  through Syracuse University's ROTC program. Jon graduated from the Signal Officers Basic School at Fort Gordon, Georgia.  On active duty, he served as a signal officer for USASTRATCOM at Camp Zama, Japan followed by combat tours in Vietnam with the First Signal Brigade , 160th Signal Group, where he ran the US Army's only combat photo unit, followed by commanding two telecommunication centers. He left active duty in 1971 and joined the Army Reserve. Here, he served as a message traffic engineer and public affairs officer for the 359th Signal Group, commander of HHD, 5854h Civil Affairs unit, public affairs officer for IX Corps/US Army Japan, and communications-electronics officer for US Special Operations Command.

     In 1991 Jon was mobilized at US Special Operations Command in support of Operation Desert Storm. Jon stayed on active duty, attended the US Army War College, then continued with communications-electronics and public affairs assignments including public affairs assignments with the Office of the Special Assistant for Gulf War Illnesses and the Dept. of the Army's Aberdeen Proving Grounds sexual misconduct issue. 

     Jon finished his 32-year Reserve career working as host nation support officer for the Joint Chiefs of Staff Y2K effort and the Defense Information Systems Agency's continuity of operations planning office. Jon's awards include the Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal and the Joint Service Commendation Medal. He retired from Active Duty in 2000 and joined the IRS in 2001. Jon is a life member of the Association of the US Army, the Civil Affairs Association and the Reserve Officers Association.
     Since joining the IRS, Jon has worked as a communications analyst for Wage & Investment, Communications & Liaison. In this role, Jon produces strategic communication plans, articles, photographs, intranet and Internet Web pages for clients throughout W&I.

      Jon's education includes a B.A. in journalism and an M.A. in communications from Syracuse University, plus an M.B.A. from Sophia University in Tokyo. He is also a graduate of the Command & General Staff College, the National Defense University and the US Army War College. 
     In addition to his military experience and current IRS position, Jon has worked as: vice-president for Far East Link Ltd., a small public relations and marketing communications firm; regional manager, NE Asia for the International Herald Tribune; product line manager for Pacific Stars & Stripes; associate editor, Motor Magazine International and commercial editor, the Daily Yomiuri.

     Jon is married to Yoshii Fujino. They both reside in Dunwoody, Georgia. 



	Platform Statement

	Platform: I will work with the President, MOS, other officers and members to expand our appeal to a diverse employee market. Critical to the success of any initial or ongoing efforts will be a coordinated communications strategy, and that is where I can make my most important contribution.
 
     I am particularly sensitive to the IRS hiring efforts of our veterans who have given so much to our country and who need to be an integral part of our future work force.  I also want to provide a mentoring program for veterans so that they can have equal access to promotion opportunities. I believe MOS-IRS should reach out to veterans' families as well, particularly during mobilization of a family member. To build membership, we need a solid, sustained communications plan to answer the "What's in it for me" question all prospective members will ask.
 
     We can learn from our SPEC outreach programs with military audiences to make similar contacts, as well as produce publicity spikes near military-related holidays (Veterans Day; Memorial Day, July 4th).

     Polling our members on these and other ideas will get the dialogue going and result in more fully- developed ideas that will make MOS a critical group within the Department of Treasury community.
     As we build out MOS and establish regional chapters, we can then consider outreach efforts in those areas, such as with local Veterans Administration facilities or groups like the USO.
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